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Editorial: Python at the Crossroads
My favourite T-shirt glimpsed at Pycon UK 2008 was ...
    Python
        programming
        as Guido
        indented it
Apart from the two keynote speeches, it was a happy and fascinating event. It was my first Python-
only conference and what a pleasure to be able to choose from four streams - web, GUI, testing and 
the language itself. My previous conferences, all in Australia, were open source events with wider 
scope and had just a single Python stream among Perl, PHP, Ruby and so on.
The quality of speakers was uniformly excellent and the organisation was first rate. We can be sure 
that EuroPython 2009 being hosted by the same team next year in Birmingham will be definitely 
worth attending.
The two keynotes by Mark Shuttleworth, CEO of Canonical, and Ted Leung, Python Evangelist at 
Sun, both highlighted Python at the crossroads. Fascinating but not particularly light hearted. 
Mixing and matching what they said, their combined story is ...
1.  Python has critical mass and will continue to grow. The speed of growth is another question.
2.  Django has reached the important milestone version 1.0 and should therefore compete with 
Ruby-on-Rails for newcomers to the Python language itself.
3.  Intel and Sun are currently selling multi-core CPUs - 16 and 128 cores respectively.  Expect 
massively multi-core machines in future.
4.  Future growth in language popularity will be tied to multi-threading on multi-core CPUs. 
Haskell is one language expecting a multi-core growth kick.
5.  Python's Global Interpreter Lock effectively prevents the language from exploiting current state-
of-the-art multi-core computers.
Where does this leave beautiful Python?
The point was made that a language is chosen for being appropriate for the purpose of a project. 
Where this happens for multi-core performance reasons and Python is rejected then that is growth 
for another language and a permanent loss to Python.
The Python Papers Editorial Team hopes that many of the Pycon UK session papers will be 
published in these pages. Please get in touch if you would like to submit an article for academic or 
technical review. Visit http://ojs.pythonpapers.org to submit an article or paper.
In view of the crossroads highlighted for Python at Pycon in September, articles with a focus on 
multi-threading for multi-core computers would seem to be valuable for the language itself. 
The Python Papers is keen to see the language succeed and has very talented reviewers ready to 
help authors get their articles published.
Got something to contribute? Please get in touch ...
Mike Dewhirst
